
Whatisvi?

ThedefaulteditorthatcomeswiththeUNIXoperatingsystem iscalledvi(visualeditor).

[AlternateeditorsforUNIXenvironmentsincludepicoandemacs,aproductofGNU.]

TheUNIXvieditorisafullscreeneditorandhastwomodesofoperation:

Commandmodecommandswhichcauseactiontobetakenonthefile,and

Insertmodeinwhichenteredtextisinsertedintothefile.

Inthecommandmode,everycharactertypedisacommandthatdoessomethingtothetextfile

beingedited;acharactertypedinthecommandmodemayevencausethevieditortoenterthe

insertmode.Intheinsertmode,everycharactertypedisaddedtothetextinthefile;pressing

the<Esc>(Escape)keyturnsofftheInsertmode.


