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Restore data 

MongoDB's mongorestore command is used to restore binary backup created by 

mongodump. The mongorestore can restore either an entire database backup or a 

subset of the backup. Restore can be performed on the same system or on another 

system at same location or at different location. It will restore from all the .bson files from 

dump directory by default. We may copy the data backup to the dump directory and system 

will restore from that. 

Syntax 

1. mongorestore 

Will restore all databases from the dump folder by default 

2. mongorestore <path-of-dumped-database> 

command is used to store from specific path 

Example : Restoring from d:\dump folder 

mongorestore d:\dump 
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3. Drop option 

 If we have already restored or database is existing, then duplicate key error 
will occur as shown below. 

 

 

 To overcome this issue, drop option is used. Drop is necessary if we are replacing an 
existing database. 
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Syntax 

mongorestore --drop  <path-of-dumped-database> 

Example: 

mongorestore --drop  d:\dump 

 

4. Restoring Specific Database from a .bson file 

Mongorestore –db=<name-your-database-want-to-restore-as> <Name-and-
path-of-dumped-database-bson-file/> 

The command is used to store any specific database from the dump bson file. Drop 

is optional. 

Example  

mongorestore --drop --db=abc  d:\dump\abc\marks.bson 

 

5. Restoring Specific collection Database from a .bson file 

Mongorestore --db=<name-your-database-want-to-restore-as> --c 
collection_name <Name-and-path-of-dumped-database-bson-file/> 
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The command is used to store any specific collection from database from the dump 

bson file. Drop is optional. 

Example  

mongorestore --drop --db=abc -c=result d:\dump\abc\result.bson 

 

 

 And if – drop option is not specified, it will show duplicate error. 

 

 And specifying the collection, we may restore data from any other collection to 

the specified collection.  
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Assignment 

1. What is Backup and Restore? 

2. How is  Restore  done in MongoDB? 


